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To save lives, WHO must change

OPINION Dr Derek Yach President of the Foundation for a Smoke-Free World Posted: 08/05/2021, 9:06 AM

The 8th World Health Organization (WHO) Report on the Global Tobacco Epidemic addresses “new 
emerging prod-ucts” such as electronic nicotine delivery systems (eg vap-ing, electronic cigarettes or 
heated tobacco). These prod-ucts, which are already saving lives, are part of a range of new products that

are much less harmful than combustible cigarettes. The WHO prefers to ignore their ability to re-duce the

risks of smoking and focuses on hypothetical harms.

For decades, thousands of patents relating to these same emerging products have been filed around the

world. The United States Food and Drug Administration and Public Health England have said the products

can help end the use of combustible tobacco.

When adopted in 2003, the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC), for which I fought as

director at WHO, was a huge step forward. However, the current im-plementation of the Convention does

not take into account the needs of adult smokers who wish to reduce their risks. In addition, the WHO and

the CCSA Secretariat refuse in principle to consider any research that could have links with the tobacco

industry.

With more than a billion smokers worldwide and 8 million deaths from smoking-related illnesses, it's time

for the WHO to admit that the deal has been ineffective in develop-ing countries where the disease is
found. majority of the world's smokers and where access to medical care, smoking cessation services and

reduced risk products are limited; recognize that certain sectors of the tobacco industry are undergoing

transformation and that the research they fund contributes to an endless set of tobacco harm reduction

products that 100 million former smokers are already using; to accept scientific research, despite its funding by
industry.

It is irresponsible for the WHO to say that there is no solid research on reduced risk products.
Yes, in the past the tobacco industry has really hurt. But three of the big multinationals are making real
progress to move away from fuel products, while all state monopolies, most of which are FCTC signatories,
have yet to take that route.

By forcing scientists to take a political stance and ignoring products with limited risks that can save up to 4
million lives per year over the next two decades, WHO is failing to fulfill its mission: to protect from its
better the health of people around the world. The world has changed, and the industry is starting to
change as well. WHO must also change. Millions of lives are at stake.
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