PERCEPTIONS OF RELATIVE RISK OF E-CIGARETTES OVER TIME IN SIX COUNTRIES

=6 0

'FOUNDATION FOR A SMOKE-FREE WORLD

MICHAEL J. PAskow, MPH!; NADA ADIBAH, MPH!; SARAH RAJKUMAR, PHD?'; BRIAN E. ERKKILA, PHD?

BACKGROUND

Combustible tobacco cigarettes cause the deaths of half to two-thirds of continuing smokers. In
the US alone, where adult smoking prevalence has fallen to about 14%, there are still more than

2017

654

2019

743

2017

1,588

2019

6,158

2017

540

2019

724

2017

564

2019

671

2017

645

2019

1,210

2017

657

DEMOGRAPHICS
N=1,201 N=1,815 N=3,296 N=41,673 N=1,202 N=2,227 N=1,200 N=2,367 N=1,250 N=2,250 N=1,255 N=2,309
SEX

FEMALE
N (%)

2019

1,073

PERCEIVED RISK OF E-CIGARETTES
AMONG COMBUSTIBLE PRODUCT USERS WHO ARE AWARE
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® Determine the changing perceptions of relative harm between e-cigarettes and combusted ' '
cigarettes over two timepoints among combustible tobacco product users aware of e-
® Identify changes in perceived risks of e-cigarette use among combustible tobacco product
users aware of e-cigarettes in six countries over two timepoints. . : .
& P 00% g t ® Awareness of e-cigarettes was consistently high (>88%)
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except in India and South Africa.
® In Greece and the UK, rates of perceiving e-cigarettes as less
harmful were generally consistent between the two
timepoints. Rates decreased between 2017 and 2019 in
Japan, South Africa, and the US, but increased in India.
® As of 2019, higher proportions of individuals generally
20% | believe that e-cigarettes cause respiratory conditions
(including COPD, emphysema, tuberculosis, bronchitis,
‘popcorn lung’, and asthma) more so than they did cancers
and cardiovascular disorders.
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® Foundation for a Smoke-Free World commissioned surveys to understand the current o
landscape of smoking behavior, awareness and usage of alternative nicotine delivery systems 40% {
and preferences.
® Topics included: smoking patterns and product use, social context, motivations to smoke,
to quit, or to switch, and their perceptions of risks of products and substances.
® Among the six countries discussed here, in the US, UK, Japan surveys were conducted

online, and those in South Africa, India, and Greece were administered face-to-face.
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